Peninsula
NEWS
New Grandies
Congratulations to new first time
grandparents, Terry and Linda from
43 Osborne. April Holly born to
Terry’s daughter, Peta. A

Community Fireguard
There will be a workshop on Saturday
26th November from 9-4pm at
Nth Warrandyte Community Centre.
Exercise Fudo will take place on Sunday
27th November from 8.30-4.30- an
exercise for authorities with a simulated
fire emergency impacting Warrandyte.
Bushfire Planning Workshops are on
10th Nov, 19th Nov and 3rd December.
If you haven’t already taken advantage
of the offer of a free home assessment
by the CFA. Phone 9262 8501.A

Our Cover
Shut the
door!

The squatters in Hamilton Road.
Photo: Trudy Brentnall

Squatters Move In
What does a North Warrandyte resident
do about a furry family moving into
their letterbox? They create a new
temporary letterbox until the family
decide to relocate.
For the last few months we have found
fresh gum leaves in the bottom of our
letterbox and have discarded them,
blaming the local miscreant kids. We
were very puzzled about this until I
placed my hand in the letterbox to
collect the mail one afternoon and felt
something very soft and furry.
The little family of 3 tiny Sugar Gliders
have a cosy dry home beautifully lined
with fresh leaves. What can we expect
if we have a hollowed-out log as a
letterbox?
We will be positioning some special
Sugar Glider kit homes in the area very
soon so we can reclaim our letterbox.A
Trudy Brentnall

An update on our
“Highly Significant”
Roadside
Did you know that some of the
vegetation along side Osborne Road has
been classified as “highly significant”?
This is in the section from number 24 to
36, which is home to special plants not
found elsewhere on Osborne Peninsula.
Restoration of this special roadside
vegetation is underway. Local residents
have spent three days removing weeds
and another three days reintroducing
plants to enrich the naturally occurring
species. The weeds are fairly persistent,
but soon the attractive native shrubs
will mature and become dominant,
and the restoration work will progress
further down the road.
In coming months, look out for the
little Yellow Buttercups (Ranunculus
loppaceus) and the mauve Chocolate
Lillies (Arthrapodium strictum) waving
in the breeze. The little pink terrestrial
orchids (Caladenia carnea) can also be
found beside the walking track.A
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Ken’s Walk
On 2 September local identity, Ken Crook led a group of twenty walkers for a
stroll around Osborne Peninsula.

On 2 September local identity,
Ken Crook led a group of twenty
walkers for a stroll around
Osborne Peninsula.
The event began with a short film and
talk about the special Koornong School
which operated during WWII. That
was followed by a visit to Stonygrad,
the wonderful house built by the
late Russian painter, Danila Vassilieff.
The walkers witnessed the bush
rehabilitation work by the Landcare
group, learned about the state of the
Yarra River, and stopped to see the
amazing garden statues at
Mal Parson’s place.
Thanks, Ken, for a great day out.A

Weeding and writing
Shelagh Morton wonders, Could this be
a Wombat weeder talking?

No, it is not one of the weeders. I am
quoting Robert Louis Stevenson tending
his garden at his house Vailima in
Samoa in 1891. He created a beautiful

garden and found peace and relaxation
weeding it as a therapeutic break from
the blistering writing schedule he set
himself. A

“It was 9 this morning when I set off to
the streamside to my weeding, where
I toiled, manuring the ground with the
best enricher - human sweat.
“My back aches like toothache; when I
shut my eyes I see endless vivid deeps
of grass and weed. In my dreams I
shall be suffering stings from nettles,
stabs from thorns, fiery bites from ants,
sickening resistances of mud and slime,
sudden starts from bird calls in the
contiguous forest.”

Shelagh Morton
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Planting at Windmill Gully
Our National Tree Day planting on July 31st 2011 was attended by 14 local residents
who spent a glorious morning planting 1,000 shrubs, sedges and grasses into the
Windmill site up the hill from the bridge.

Our National Tree Day planting on July
31st 2011 was attended by 14 local
residents who spent a glorious morning
planting 1,000 shrubs, sedges and
grasses into the Windmill site up the
hill from the bridge.
This planting completes our Melbourne
Water Community Grant which has
provided funding for the Sigma and
Windmill sites over the last 18 months.
I think you will all agree that both these
areas are looking fantastic. Over the
next 12 months, we will concentrate
on maintaining these areas. A
Ruth Rankin

With regular rain, 2011
shapes up as the “best
spring in a decade”.
The household water tanks are brim full.
The farm dams are overflowing their
banks. After dipping to a record low of
25.6 percent in June 2009, Melbourne’s
water supply has progressively built
back up to over 60 per cent capacity.
The track is firm and fresh for the
Spring Racing Carnival and, according
to the Bureau of Meteorology
(aka “The BOM”):
“The chances of receiving above median
rainfall during the October to December
period are between 30 and 40% over
Tasmania, southern parts of Victoria and
southeastern SA”. www.bom.gov.au A

Wild Africa
A slide show by Pat and Mike Coupar
When: Tues 15th November following
the FOWSP AGM from 6:00 pm onwards.
Where: ‘The Folly’ at the Friends of
Warrandyte State Park Nursery,
Pound Bend Rd (Mel 23 C10)
Africa is an amazing continent. It has:
• the world’s heaviest land animal
• the world’s tallest animal
• the world’s tallest bird.
• the world’s fasted land mammal
• the world’s largest ape
See them all along with lions, leopards,
antelopes and with special close
encounters with our closest relative –
the chimpanzee. Spend time with us as
we watch their intimate family lives at
close quarters. Learn why it was such
an inspirational and even life changing
experience for us.
For more information contact
Pat or Mike on 0438984229
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Creature Feature: The lucky Witchetty Grub
They might be a gourmet treat for Aboriginals but Gail Watts decides not to chow down
on the fascinating grub she found during a spring garden clean up.

August clean up in our
garden revealed this beauty
found in a rotting branch that
was going into the firewood
supply - what a lucky grub
to have his tail hanging out
one end. It saved him from
a fiery end!!
After some gentle
persuasion, we managed
to get him out of the
branch and to our surprise
he (or she - we have no
idea which?) was revealed
as huge; 2.5 cms ‘fat’ and
just over 10 cms long. “He”
must have been lucky to
reach that size with all the
kookaburras around here.

The Witchetty Grub is the
larvae of the cossid moth
(Endoxyla leucomochla). It is
a large cylindrical grub which
is predominantly white with
a brown head.  The adult
moth has a wingspan of
up to 16cms. Once a moth,
it does not feed due to
degenerate mouthparts. It
exists on the stored energy
from its life as a grub.
The Witchetty Grub is found
in the Witjuti bush (Acacia
kempeana). The grubs live

inside the roots of the bush,
up to 60cm below ground as
a grub. Primarily, they live on
root sap. They are found all
over Australia
Witchetty Grubs are very
nutritious and are a popular
food of the indigenous
Australians. Aboriginals
are said to enjoy the grubs
which are very high in
protein and that can be
eaten raw or cooked. The
flavour is said to be like
scrambled eggs.

Aboriginals also gave their
babies witchetty grubs to
chew to soothe their gums
when teething. A witchetty
teething ring! They also
used squashed grubs as an
ointment for sore eyes and
wounds.
We are definitely not going
out searching for a meal
of Witchetty Grubs but will
be on the lookout for them
in our firewood supply in
the future.A
Gail Watts

If you ever get the
opportunity to touch one of
these little wonders they
are amazingly soft and their
skin feels like wax. They are
very clean and move slowly
which makes them the
perfect meal for the swift
kookaburra. This little fella
found his way back into a
safe part of the garden. For
how long who knows?
We did think we had found
a big one but a Google
search indicated it was
‘normal’. Here is a summary
of the other info we grubbed
up on the web:
The Witchetty Grub goes
by many names - Witjuti,
Witchedy, Wichetty, Witchety,
Witchjetti, Witchetty Grub,
Bardy Grub or Bardi Grub.
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At Lowestoft
They say many hands make light work! Well we proved it again on 28th August, when
25 volunteers from the Ringwood Field Naturalists joined our 11 resident volunteers to
plant out the gully at the bottom of Lowestoft.

Peninsula ACTIVITIES
They say many hands make light work!
Well we proved it again on 28th August,
when 25 volunteers from the Ringwood
Field Naturalists joined our 11 resident
volunteers to plant out the gully at the
bottom of Lowestoft. The 36 volunteers
planted 1,600 plants in under 90 mins
which was a great effort!
The top half of this gully is on private
land - now owned by Jamie and Anita
McKellar - and it had become eroded
due to rabbit activity and
weed infestation.

As part of a Caring for our Country grant,
the Landcare group was able to perform
weed and rabbit control in this area
and the culmination of these works
constituted our last planting activity for
the year.
To reward our volunteers we treated
them to a river walk guided by our
resident Yarra Riverkeeper, Ian Penrose.
In all it was a most enjoyable and
extremely productive morning.A

Launch of Osborne
Peninsula Vegetation
Management Plan
Hot off the printing press is our much
anticipated and needed Vegetation
Management Plan. Written by Pat
Coupar, the Plan was officially launched
at a luncheon held at the Penroses
on 14th September.
The Plan provides useful and practical
direction for the future management of
the vegetation of Osborne Peninsula. It
will be a key document for the Landcare
Group working in conjunction with Parks
Victoria, Shire of
Nillumbik and
Melbourne Water,
representatives
of which were
presented with
copies of the
Plan at the
launch. A
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Ruth Rankin
muses on this marvellous season of rebirth and renewal
As I sit writing, a Grey shrike thrush is poised on the window ledge, a mere metre in
front of me. It is singing its melodious song.

As I sit writing, a Grey shrike thrush is
poised on the window ledge, a mere
metre in front of me. It is singing its
melodious song.
If this isn’t a sign of spring then perhaps
the perfume of the jasmine that is
wafting in on the breeze; or the splash
of colour in the widely, wildly flowering
garden; or the first encounter with a
Tiger snake on the property are the
giveaway signs?

What a difference
a year makes.
Osborne Landcare AGM
Our Annual General Meeting was held
on Sunday 11th September 2011 and
the outcome is that the committee
remains unchanged for the next year.
The meeting agenda outlined some
very encouraging statistics:
Income from grants for the financial
was low as we still had funds from
the previous year to expend before
applying for more grants. But since
1996, Osborne Landcare group has
received $427,936 in funding for works
on the Peninsula.

Bird activity is hectic and nest
construction is a priority. Some birds
I see, are already sitting on eggs.
Frogs are calling for mates…
And our Powerful owls are calling
all night long.
Ah yes… Spring has truly arrived! A

Osborne Landcare now tracks its
volunteer hours and Ruth Rankin
reported that through 2011, 1572 hours
were spent by volunteers. This includes
all activities such as weeding, planting,
nursery work and project management/
administration. When costed out
this equates to $47,160 of in-kind
contribution by our group.
A vote of thanks went to the Parks
Victoria rangers who assisted us on the
day prior to each community planting

activity by transporting plants and
equipment to the sites in Warrandyte
State Park .
A big thank you too, to the waterers
who keep our nursery seedlings and
plants thriving. These people are Peg
Safstrom, Col Melville, Trixie Clarke and
Heather Kirkpatrick, some of whom
have been watering our plants for
over 10 years. A

Shelagh Morton reported that the
Landcare nursery produced 10,000
plants last year. Some 4,000 of these
have been planted into revegetation
sites in Warrandyte State Park, 3,000
have been planted in private properties
and on roadside verges. We have a
small supply of plants left to carry
through until next year’s planting
season.
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Spring 2011

While conditions this spring
appear to be comparative to last
year, very few orchid species are
flowering. They seem to have spent
themselves after last year’s glorious
show of colour following many
years of drought.
It looks like a good year for Dianella,
Geranium, and Pomaderris species
as well as Spyridium parvifolium
(Dusty Miller).

Hard pruning of indigenous plants
can give them a new lease of life.
Once the flowers are spent, cut
back hard and the plant will
respond by growing.
An example of this is an Acacia
genistifolia on the Hamilton
roadside. This species is usually
small with a fine open form but
when pruned back hard becomes
large and bushy- this one almost
looks like a work of art.

North Warrandyte Osborne Peninsula Landcare
Committee
Ruth Rankin: 9844 1959 Secretary
Christine Kearton: 9844 3737 Treasurer
Jill Jameson: 9844 2289
Jenny Brown: 9844 2255
Sam Eadie: 9712 0785 Nursery
Shelagh Morton: 9844 3610 Nursery

Sub Group Committees
Koornong: Jamie Bolton: 9844 0383
Hamilton Rd: Elise Berry: 9844 2660
Kangaroo Rd: Mary Rudd: 9844 2776
Sloane’s Hill: Adrienne & Doug Hilton: 9844 4200

Join Now and help protect your environment. Membership fees of $15 are due and
payable on 1st July each year, or when joining. Fees accompanied by the form below can
be left in Treasurer Christine’s letterbox, 36 Osborne Road. Many thanks.
Membership Details for Nth Warrandyte, Osborne Peninsula, Landcare Incorporated.
Names: (All household members)

Address:
Telephone No:

Email:
Signed:

We wish to join this organisation and agree to pay $15.00 annual membership fee (includes GST) to cover the persons named above and abide by the rules and constitution of the
Nth Warrandyte, Osborne Peninsula, Landcare Inc.		
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