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Hi....
Rankin’s!

Look who jumped the fence for
a surprise morning visit and
hopped along the verandah!

Our Cover

Promising results
from the ongoing
Rabbit Program
Thank you to the many residents who
completed the recent survey on rabbit
sightings on the Peninsula. It has helped
us greatly in designing and targeting
this year’s program.
The survey results indicate there are
few rabbits near Osborne Road, which
we attribute to the high participation
of residents there in previous years’
programs. But significant rabbit
numbers are still evident near Hamilton
Road, in the Koornong and adjacent
parkland. So this year’s program will
be focussed on these areas.

Planting Activites
Following the soaking rain at the end
of April we will commence our planting
activities for 2012.
The first of these will be on Sunday May
27th from 10am-12noon.

Experts recommend that such a
once-a-year baiting program carried
out simultaneously across a group of
adjacent properties provides the best
control of rabbits and, importantly, is
safer for our native animals. However, it
is not a one off exercise. A co-ordinated
annual program is needed to avoid
a build up to the destructive rabbit
numbers of the past.

We will plant in the small gully at the
rear of the Lowestoft property, No 37adjacent to the riverbank. This planting
will finalise a Parks Victoria grant for
revegetation of this area which is highly
visible from Jumping Creek Reserve.

Through the efforts of the Landcare
committee, we have obtained generous
funding to subsidise this year’s program
from both the Shire of Nillumbik and
Melbourne Water. The bait laying
commenced on Friday 11th April and
will run in conjunction with the Parks
Victoria’s program in the park.A

Tools will be provided. Enquiries to
Ann Penrose 9844 0934.

Ann Penrose

Meet at the nursery at 10am and please
wear clothing suitable for the weather
conditions.

National Tree Day falls on Sunday
July 29th this year. Keep this date free
as we will again be planting in the
Lowestoft riverbank area from 10am12noon. Members of the Ringwood
Field Naturalists Club will be joining us
for this activity.
Reminders for both of these events will
be circulated closer to the dates.A

Photo: Wayne Rankin

Ruth Rankin
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Happy Snappers : April Photography Workshop
Our workshop, run by Alison Pouliot, world renowned photographer, was a huge success.

Our workshop, run by Alison Pouliot,
world renowned photographer,
was a huge success. An enthusiastic
group of local residents were joined
by members of some neighbouring
Landcare groups from Smiths Gully,
St Andrews, Arthurs Creek, and
Bend of Islands.
We learned how to take meaningful
shots, and to label and store them for
future access. After a scrumptious lunch
we went walking along the Yarra River
to put into practice some of the skills
acquired.
Some of us even discovered that
we actually had a macro setting in
our camera or a view finder. These
revelations will make a huge difference
to the quality of shots.
We now look forward to receiving many
more photographic contributions of high
quality for the Osborne newsletter from
our residents. Who knows we may
have to produce bigger editions
to accommodate all the photos!
Thanks to Ian and Ann Penrose for the
use of their home for the indoor session
and their warm hospitality. A
Ruth Rankin
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The Middle Yarra - An Ancient Cornucopia
The most prolific historian of the Middle Yarra, Mick Woiwod, recently conducted a
historical tour around the Bend of Islands in Kangaroo Ground and paused with a bus full
of interested locals to consider the lifestyle of the Wurundjeri aboriginals who occupied
the hills and alluvial floodplains the Yarra Valley for 45.000 years.

The most prolific historian of the
Middle Yarra, Mick Woiwod, recently
conducted a historical tour around
the Bend of Islands in Kangaroo
Ground and paused with a bus full
of interested locals to consider the
lifestyle of the Wurundjeri aboriginals
who occupied the hills and alluvial
floodplains the Yarra Valley for 45,000
years. He called it “an indigenous
story buried beneath a thin veneer of
mainstream living, social infrastructure
and privately owned dwellings.”
Mick explained that the impact of
white settlement into their traditional
territories was so devastating that
by the 1850s, almost 90 percent of
the tribe were dead “mainly from
introduced diseases. There is no record”
he said, “of aboriginals living
a traditional lifestyle (in the region)
after the 1850s”.

But until they were disenfranchised
from their lands, Mick says that because
there were some 200 historic billabongs
located on the still subsiding sunkland
that stretches along the other side of
the river from Mt Lofty to Yarra Glen,
“the flats provided some of the best
hunting grounds in Victoria. There were
literally thousands of ducks, fish, eels
and kangaroo.”
He said that when aboriginal protector,
William Thomas, travelled into the
billabong country in 1851, he found an
encampment of 17 aboriginals and saw
“piles of silver eels on the rocks where
they were fishing.”
The silver eels still migrate down the
river each autumn, into Port Phillip Bay
and then in an epic migration, swim
to the Coral Sea off Queensland where
they breed. They return in spring.A

How to tame a
monstrous weed
Blackberry is a weed of national
significance in Victoria. Indeed, it is
one of only four “State Priority Weeds”
that, as landowners, we are required to
tackle and reduce in terms of growth
and spread. This is no easy task when it
grows fast and big, is scrambling, prickly,
and produces pretty delicious berries so
beloved of both fauna and folk.
There are several control options but to
understand how these work it helps to
know about the growth pattern of the
blackberry and how best to attack it:
Blackberry spreads via long canes
which bend to the ground and spawn
“daughter” plants. Cutting these canes

before they reach the ground will
contain a clump and, unless you intend
to eat the fruit, dab the cut-off canes
with herbicide.
If you do have a clump you wish to
retain for the berries, it is best to
grow it in a very contained place –
for example a 44 gallon drum, and
to remove all the seed-bearing fruit
that do appear. Otherwise, they will
be dispersed by birds and browsing
wildlife. By harvesting rigorously, we
reduce potential seed spread.
If you wish to eliminate the plant
altogether, bashing the leaves can
work to reduce the photosynthesising
properties. But slashing is better,
especially when it is in an active
growth phase.
The best time to spray is when the
plant is “actively” growing. That is,
from January to early March when it is
flowering preparatory to fruiting.
Whatever elimination method you do
opt for, you will need to follow up and
follow up and follow up on a persistent
weed that can, in ideal conditions, so
quickly go from a small plant to a bush
choking monster! A
Sam Eadie
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The Blue Tongue Lizard
Slow-moving Blue-tongue lizards are native to Australia and can sometimes live for
20 years. Amazing urban survivors they may reside in your backyard for years.

Slow-moving Blue-tongue lizards are
native to Australia and can sometimes
live for 20 years. Amazing urban
survivors they may reside in your
backyard for years. Adults grow to 60
cms and this reptile, which has seven
different species, feeds on insects,
snails, slugs, flowers, fruits and berries.
The cobalt blue tongue that gives them
their name set may appear poisonous
but their bite is non venomous and
mostly, non-piercing.
Being cold blooded Blue tongue lizards
are highly influenced by air temperature.
In the mornings they must sunbathe to
activate their bodies. When the summer
mornings are warm they only need to
bask for very short periods.
During daylight, they are generally out
foraging for food. At sundown they seek
warm, safe shelter.
As the weather begins to cool the
lizards begin to slow down and by
the time winter’s short, cold days are
upon us blue-tongues have, hopefully
discovered a good place in which to
hibernate. Their shelter could be a

hollow log, deep crevice, a plumbing
pipe or even a heap of debris.
When the weather begins to warm up
in August, the lizards re-emerge and
you can often find them indulging in a
morning sunbake session before setting
out on their daily foraging routine.
September is the commencement of
breeding season when males start
looking for receptive females. In the
suburbs, this can be a hazardous preoccupation because many males are
attacked by domestic dogs or worse,
run over by cars or lawnmowers.
Despite the dangers, breeding
will continue through October and
November.
By late November, pregnant females
will tend to bask more often to
maintain a more constant body
temperature and to ensure a healthy
rate of embryo development. Their
offspring – that can sometimes
number up to 21 are born in mid
to late Summer. Not many of
the babies survive. A
Christine Kearton

Open Garden in
Warrandyte
On a weekend in March 2012, Pat
Anderson of Bradleys Lane opened
her garden as part of the Open Garden
Scheme to display her wonderful
collection of salvias.
Pat also sold plants on this day so
Osborne Landcare donated 200 plants
from the nursery to supplement the
plants for sale.
All proceeds from the day were donated
to local Warrandyte organisations with
$11,000 of the profits going to the
Nth Warrandyte CFA.
Ruth and Shelagh joined the many
volunteers by serving food on the
Saturday.A

NORTH WARRANDYTE OSBORNE PENINSULA LANDCARE NEWS : APRIL 2012

Around the Peninsula
Strong Men’s
Working Bee

Shyly twining through
our bush

A big thank you to our resident strong
men who worked so hard at our first
activity for 2012.

Comesperma volubile

They managed to remove fences at
several sites along the river and with
the aid of Jamie’s machine were able to
manoeuvre the logs in Sigma gully back
into place after they had been washed
away by floodwaters on Christmas night.
A very productive morning culminating
in a beer and BBQ to catch up with
neighbours.
Thanks guys!! A

In Spring you may notice a delicate
twining creeper climbing into the
surrounding vegetation. The leaves
are sparse and narrow in shape, 5-10
mm long. The pea-like flowers are
blue and mauve and can easily be
mistaken for Hardenbergia violacea. It
is Comesperma volubile, the “coma”
coming from the Greek “hair” and
“volubile” is Latin for “turning”.
It is a difficult creeper to establish,
possibly requiring a symbiotic
relationship with an undetermined
organism. No wonder we have
trouble propagating it!
It is an early discovery in Australian
botany. The first reference in 1788
is in one of the exquisitely beautiful
paintings by Midshipman George Raper,
who was a junior officer on the Sirius
commanded by the future Governor
John Hunter, a serious botanist and
illustrator himself.
Raper showed great ability to observe
and depict the captivating beauty of
Australian birds and plants. The large
collection of his work is held at the
National Library in Canberra, which has
published an elegant book illustrating
the work of the First Fleet artists. A
Shelagh Morton
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Nursery Note

The rain will come and we will be
planting soon.
Perhaps you would like to establish
a small group of pretties in a special
spot.
We have Bossiaea, Brachyscome,
Ranunculus,Glycine, Hardenbergia,
Kennedia and others , all suitable for
this.
Maybe you need to soak up some
dampness with various Carex, Poa,
Juncus and even a suitable Eucy

The plants in the nursery are all in top
condition and need to go to garden
homes.
Many of the shrubs and grasses are
destined for our sites at Lowestoft Gully
and up Windmill Gully.
NB. We are all aware of the spread
of Myrtle Rust and ask you to only
return the nursery pots and tubes
that we have given you.
Shelagh: 9844 3610
Sam: 0402 493 658

North Warrandyte Osborne Peninsula Landcare
Committee
Ruth Rankin: 9844 1959 Secretary
Christine Kearton: 9844 3737 Treasurer
Jill Jameson: 9844 2289
Jenny Brown: 9844 2255

Sam Eadie: 9712 0785 Nursery
Shelagh Morton: 9844 3610 Nursery
Ann Penrose: 9844 0934
Gail Watts: 9844 2909

Join Now and help protect your environment. Membership fees of $15 are due and
payable on 1st July each year, or when joining. Fees accompanied by the form below can
be left in Treasurer Christine’s letterbox, 36 Osborne Road. Many thanks.
Membership Details for Nth Warrandyte, Osborne Peninsula, Landcare Incorporated.
Names: (All household members)

Address:
Telephone No:

Email:
Signed:

We wish to join this organisation and agree to pay $15.00 annual membership fee (includes GST) to cover the persons named above and abide by the rules and constitution of the
Nth Warrandyte, Osborne Peninsula, Landcare Inc.		
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